
 

  

October 2017 

Message from the Administrative Team 
 

It is hard to believe that with the heat of the past few weeks, September is now finished 
and cool weather of Fall has begun with the arrival of October.   
 
I would like to thank the Armadale community for a wonderful start to the school year. 
It has been a very busy few weeks however, we are happy to report that students are 
settling into routines and learning quite well. We have enjoyed observing the 
“Community Circle” discussions taking place in many of our classrooms.  Students 
have been actively participating in circle discussions in their homerooms collaborative-
ly determining a vision of what one would “see”, “hear”, and “feel” in an inclusive 
classroom.  Through these discussions, students then established “norms” that support-
ed their vision of developing an inclusive classroom community.  We hope you were 
able to see some of the “norms” posted in many of the classrooms at curriculum night. 
Be sure to ask your child to share his/her beliefs about community and share your un-
derstanding of what community means to you as an opportunity for discussion. 
 
This month we also had our divisional assemblies where we shared a few school norms 
for students to observe in order to support a successful school year.  Students noted that  
many norms developed in their classes around building a positive, inclusive classroom 
community aligned with the norms of building a positive, inclusive school community.  
One school and class norm shared was arriving on time and being ready to learn. Arriv-
ing on time is a skill that will support success but requires more than an individual ef-
fort to be successful for all students.  We  have a staggered entry schedule that allows 
for students to be dropped off or walked to school between 8:15—8:30 am.  During this 
time, students may enter the school through their designated doors, and begin to pre-
pare for the day’s learning.  When students arrive late, they do not have time to organ-
ize themselves and this impacts their “readiness” to learn.  It also disrupts the learning 
of the students already engaging in the learning already taking place. Please take time 
to reflect on your morning routines and make adjustments if arriving on time has been a 
repeated challenge. Please help your child(ren) start each school day by arriving on 
time and being ready to learn.  
 
We have wonderful people in our Armadale community and as a result, our Street Fes-
tival and Curriculum night was a huge success.  Thank you to our many community 
partners who came out to introduce themselves and share some resources with our fam-
ilies as well as our staff who worked together to ensure the success for the evening.  It 
was great touching base and chatting with many of you.  As well, our teachers appreci-
ated getting to meet their students’ families for the first time or reconnecting from pre-
vious years.   
 
We appreciate you taking time out of your busy schedules to attend school events and 
learning.  This speaks to your commitment in supporting the success of your children—
we look forward to continue working and learning with you as the year progresses.   
 
 

Janet Giberson        Helen Ou-Hingwan 
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Important Dates: 
 
Oct. 17—Gr. 7 Boys & Girls Hep. B Im-
munizations 
Oct. 18– Diwali 
Oct. 19—Celebration Assembly 
Oct. 20—PA Day—No School 
Oct. 26—Gathering Under One Tree 
Oct. 31—Halloween 
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

 
“Being entirely honest with oneself is a good exercise.” 

             -  SIGMUND FREUD 

      WELCOME TO CHAT TIME! 
 
Chat time is an opportunity for parents and family members to meet one another and have conversa-
tions about topics that interest our families and community and work towards building a safe and in-
clusive space. Child care is provided as well as translation services, if needed. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

 
   When:  Thursday, November 2nd  
   Time: 1:30-2:50 pm.   
   Place: Staffroom 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

Do you know Armadale Public School has its own twitter handle? Download the 

twitter app today or visit twitter.com and follow @ArmadalePS to keep up with 

current events and all important dates at our school. 

TERRY FOX RUN/WALK 

Terry Fox Run/Walk was held on Thursday, September 28th All proceeds from our Toonies for 
Terry fundraiser will be donated to the Terry Fox Foundation.   Thanks to Ms. Johnson for organiz-
ing this meaningful event.  Way to go Armadale!   

 ARMADALE NEWSLETTER IS ONLINE 
 

As a school, our goal is to communicate largely through electronic means.  As we move forward, we 
will publish a monthly e-newsletter which will be available on our school website.  We will no long-
er be sending home a paper copy of our newsletter.  We will notify parents electronically through 
email that the e-newsletter is available on our website. If you have not provided the school with your 
email address and would like to receive further communication please provide the office with your 
email address.  We will have a few copies available in the office should you require a hard copy. 

Last-minute, end-of-day,  
arrangements 
In a growing school of over 700  
students, it becomes very difficult, to 

deliver end-of-day messages to students.  While 
we understand that occasionally, emergencies 
arise, please let your child know the night before 
if there will be a different end-of-day routine. 
Please also send a note in his/her agenda for the 
teacher.  

Information Nights at:  Bill Crothers Secondary School 
44 Main Street, Unionville, Ontario.  

 

Tuesday October 3rd, 2017  

Students in the East and North area of York Region 
 
Thursday October 12th, 2017  

Students in the West and Central area of Region 
 
Information sessions will be from 7:00 – 8:30 pm  

in the school cafeteria and/or Gym A 



 

  

October 18—Diwali, celebrated in October or November each year, originated as a harvest festival that 
marked the last harvest of the year before winter. India was an agricultural society where people would seek 
the divine blessing of Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth, as they closed their accounting books and prayed for 
success at the outset of a new financial year. Today this practice extends to businesses all over the Indian sub-
continent, which mark the day after Diwali as the first day of the new financial year. 

Indians celebrate with family gatherings, glittering clay lamps, festive fireworks, strings of electric lights, 
bonfires, flowers, sharing of sweets, and worship to Lakshmi. Some believe that Lakshmi wanders the Earth looking for homes 
where she will be welcomed. People open their doors and windows and light lamps to invite Lakshmi in. 

The festival marks the victory of good over evil, of light over darkness. 

Have a Safe Halloween!  

Halloween is a great time for children. But, all the excitement may cause them to forget important safety rules when trick or 
treating. Safe Kids Canada has some tips.  
All about costumes: 

 Make sure that motorists can see your child.  

 Use costumes with bright fabrics and decorate them with reflective tape.  

 Give each child a flashlight and be sure they use it.  

 To prevent falling, your child's costume and shoes should fit properly.  

 Costumes should not extend below your child's ankles. If you are making a homemade costume, use materials that are 
fire resistant.  

 If you are buying a costume, make sure it is labelled 'flame resistant'. This means the costume will resist burning if it 
catches fire.  

 Avoid costumes with loose sleeves, pants, and skirts.  

 All costume accessories such as swords or knives should be made of soft, flexible material.  

 Instead of a mask, your child should wear face paint or make-up. Make-up and face paint are better than masks because 
they don't block your child's ability to see.  

 If your child is wearing a hat, wig, or scarf, tie it securely so that it won't slip over their eyes.  
Tips for safe trick or treating:  

 Children under nine years of age should be supervised by an adult when trick or treating.  

 Children over nine years of age should trick or treat with an adult or in a group with older, responsible children.  

 If your child is trick or treating without an adult, make sure he or she knows how to cross the road safely.  

 Children should walk, not run, from house to house and stay on the sidewalk or at the side of the road facing traffic. 

 Children should stay in well-lit areas and should only visit homes that have outside lights turned on.  

 Children should not go inside anyone's house.  

 Before your children eat their candy, make sure you examine it. Throw out any treats that are not wrapped, those in torn 
or loose packages, or any that have small holes in the wrappers.  

When decorating your home:  

 Small children should never carve pumpkins. Instead, let your child draw a face on the pumpkin.  

 Make your home safe for children who are 'trick or treating'.  

 Remove all objects around the outside of your house that could cause children to trip or fall.  

 Turn your outside light on. Keep candles, pumpkins with candles, matches and lighters in a place that children cannot 
reach. If you use a candle in your pumpkin, make sure you put the pumpkin on a sturdy table. Keep the pumpkin away 
from curtains and other objects that could catch fire.  

If you're driving on Halloween:  

 Be extra careful when driving. Children are excited and may forget safety rules. When driving in areas with children, 
slow down and watch for them. Enter and exit driveways and alleyways slowly and pay careful attention.  

 
Safe Kids Canada is the national injury prevention arm of The Hospital for Sick Children For more safety tips, visit the Safe 
Kids Canada Website at http://www.safekidscanada.ca/  



 

  

MUSIC 

Greetings Armadale Community!  We've been off to a busy, but great start in the Music Room this year!  The children have been learning about the mu-
sical elements of beat and rhythm, and have begun to explore composing their own rhythmic phrases using words and percussion instruments from 
around the world.  
 
The choir has already started up, and is open to any students who love to sing in grades 4-8.  The choir rehearses weekly on Tuesdays during lunch 
recess in the Music Room.   
 
Concert band has also begun for grade 8 students.  When grades 6 and 7 students have been assigned an instrument, they will also be welcome to join 
the Armadale concert band.  Concert band practices on  
Thursdays during lunch recess in the Music Room. 
 
Later in October, students in grades 5-8 will have the opportunity to join the wonderful ukulele club!  In this club, we learn how to care for and play the 
instrument as an ensemble.  We will meet once a week on Wednesdays during morning recess to practise, sing, and jam! 
 
Looking forward to a wonderful year of making music! 
 

STUDENT SAFETY—Reminders 
 
Drop off in the morning is at the front of the school in the kiss n ride. Parents and families should not be parking in the 
staff parking lot poses a large safety risk to both staff and students. In addition, parents and families should not attempt 
to pick their child up at morning recess or at lunch recess. Please use the front entrance and your child will be paged to 
the front office. It is a student safety issue if we have parents/guardians or family members in the yard at recess times. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

 
At Armadale, we are fortunate to have a school uniform that students wear to show their Armadale spirit every day. We en-
courage you to remind children about wearing their uniform on a daily basis. You may purchase uniforms 
on Wednesdays from 12:20-1:20 in room 120. If you are unable to purchase uniforms we strongly sug-
gest that your child wear the school colours, which are black, green and wear khakis as pants. 
 
UPCOMING DATES 
 
Gathering Under One Tree- Thursday, October 26th 
Family Games Drop In and Parent Interviews/Student-led Conferences- Thursday, November 23rd 
Family Holiday Night- Thursday, December 14th 
 
STUDENT CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES 
 
Families are invited to attend the Student Celebration Assemblies. Please see dates below. 
 
1st Celebration Assembly- Thursday, October 19th 
2nd Celebration Assembly– Wednesday, December 6th 
Time:  
Kindergarten- Grade 3—9:00-9:45 am 
  
Grades 4-8—10:45-11:30 am 
 

NEXT SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Tuesday, November 7
th

, 2017 at 4pm. 
Parents and guardians are invited to come to discuss ideas, pose questions and plan for student achievement and well-being.  

Hope to see you there! 



 

  

Armadale Public School is accepting online payments through School Cash 
ONLINE! 

 
School Cash Online provides the following benefits: 

• A convenient fee payment option that saves time 
• Reduces paper 
•  No more need to send cash or cheques to school   
• A quick way to register. It takes less than 5 minutes to register. 
 

Parents that opt to participate will receive notification via email of student fees owed (both required and optional), and can make secure online payments by 
credit card or Interac and receive a receipt.  
 

To view a presentation about the program, go to http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/.  
 
Step 1: Register 
 
 Click on the School Cash Online button on our school’s website at http://armadale.ps.yrdsb.ca/  and select the “Get Started Today” button. 
 
Complete each of the three Registration Steps. 
 
*For Security Reasons your password requires 8 characters;   one uppercase letter,  one lowercase letter and a number. 
 
Step 2: Confirmation Email 
 
A registration confirmation email will be automatically forwarded to you.  Click on the link provided inside the email to confirm your email and School 
Cash Online account.  The confirmation link will open the School Cash Online site prompting you to sign into your account.  Use your email address and 
password just created with your account. 
 
 Step 3: Find Student 
NOTE: A STUDENT NUMBER IS REQUIRED  
 This step will connect your children to your account.  
 
Enter the School Board Name 
Enter the School Name 
Enter Your Child’s Student # and Last Name 
Select Continue 
On the next page confirm that you are related to the child, check in the Agree box and select Continue 
Your child has been added to your account   
 
Step 4: View Items or Add Another Student  
 
If you have more children, select “Add Another Student” option and repeat the steps above.  5 children can be added to one parent account. 
If you do not wish to add additional children, select “View Items For Students” option.  A listing of available items for purchase will be displayed. 
 
NEED HELP? 
If you require assistance, select the GET HELP option in the top right hand corner of the screen or contact School Cash Online – 
Parent Help Desk at 1-866-961-1803 or parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com.  

STREET FESTIVAL 

It was wonderful to reconnect with former families and meet our new families at Armadale’s 
Street Festival and Curriculum Night.  We look forward to getting to know everyone as the 

LEARNING COMMONS 
 
Choose from a variety of levelled books for your child to read. All the books are written in English 
and Spanish. You can choose to hear the story in English and the language of your 
choice. There are 37 languages to choose from! www.uniteforliteracy.com 
 

http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
http://armadale.ps.yrdsb.ca/
mailto:parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com


 

  



 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

1 2 

Milk & Snack  

Program begins 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9   

Thanksgiving 

10 11 

Boys Volleyball 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 Gr. 7 Boys & 

Girls—Hep. B 

shots 

18  

Diwali 

19 

Celebration  

Assembly 

20 PA Day 21 

22 23 24 25 

Boys Volleyball 

26 

Gathering Under 

One Tree 

27 

 

28 

29 30 31     



      News from the Armadale   

                   Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 
 

       Professional artist, Tiziana Guido, will be coming back to the 

Armadale PFLC to help you and your children create art. 

 She will be in the Armadale PFLC on the following days: 

 

 
 

Monday October 16th – Watercolours 

 

Monday November 27th – Pastels & Scratch Art (New) 

 

Monday January 15th – Modelling Clay  

 

Monday March 5 th – Paper Collage 

 

Wednesday May 30th – Environmental Art 

 

Please come to Room 128 and speak to Inna, the Armadale Parent Worker,  

to find out more about creating with these materials!  

Open: Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/ChildCare/Pages/Parenting-and-Family-Literacy-

Centres.aspx 

 No cost or registration required             Snacks are provided for the children 

 

  Positive Parenting TIP- Critical Thinking & Creativity 

 
As the school year begins it is a good time to consider opportunities to nurture 

curiosity and creativity. Encouraging wonder & awe expressed by young children 

supports the joy of learning from childhood to adulthood.  
 

For more information about critical thinking:https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-

critical-thinking/professional-learning/parents/learn-more-about-thinking/ 

 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/ChildCare/Pages/Parenting-and-Family-Literacy-Centres.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/ChildCare/Pages/Parenting-and-Family-Literacy-Centres.aspx
https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/professional-learning/parents/learn-more-about-thinking/
https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/professional-learning/parents/learn-more-about-thinking/
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